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CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY

APRIL 9 to 16, 1916

SUNDAY, APRIL 9
10:30 A. M.—Sermon .............. Rev. Andrew Pollock, Pastor, 1865-1865
7:00 P. M.—Methodism, Past and Present ........... (Stereopticon Views}
MONDAY, APRIL 10

Epworth League Night
6:304P: N,
Banquet and Program

Doxology

Sir s b s SRR o SRt S R e e S Miss Ruth Oswalt
Solo; 0= Liovely INightld: s ey il Siale See sl [t Miss Bessie Wilbur
¢ OurLeaiones e HsnElistony: 8 i i vl e s Sl i et TLeslie A. Weichel
HOur Theaoe s STsaWIoTk 70 2 i Aot P 0n DS R Miss Olive Wilbur

Boys’ Chorus

Pastor’s Message

Solo:; & affodilifSono e oine i s g ol S e Miss Faith Oswalt
Social Hour

TUESDAY, APRIL 11

6:30 P. M.—Church Re-union and Home-comine Banquet and Program.
““‘Blest Be the Tie”’

Prayer

& HratermalSEireatingsit-2 o2 0 nh S s R e Rev. H. C. Cunningham
SRacesditormiiemorys: Books - plisns i D o sk g Former Members:
‘‘Recollections of a Preacher’s Wife’’ ............. ... Mrs. Chas. Gallimora
ST R s AV SRR AT TR e i A e e SR T e B John W. Sisty
< mithefiSementies®lo s i L L a i e e Rev. E. S. Tompkins
= TherGhnirchiolafivesRaxt’ ", SES Ly st o Baeh Mrs. Emma Lockwool
i PhesChurchrof thesPresent oo Sl g dss bal i wniny e as, A. L. Hoover
#The Chumehsof: thesButurell <5 2 o fiEe e st i o E. G. Hinkle
i ihe- Chumch Mt Wiorkdies s @ 5 0 o 0 B iiba oy Sl s s ooy Rev. F. E. Baker
** The SHistory: ofsar Flundreds eapsis » e v s s st Rev. W. H. Oswalt
“The Conclusion of the Whole Matter’” ...... Rev. Charles Gallimore, D. D.

“God Be With You”’

WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY. APRIL 12 and 13
NORWALK DISTRICT CONFERENCE
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12
F:002Pe Nl g e g B0 ol B M SR i e Y e G Former Pastors
Addness Bns Sl as aeine R Rev. E. L. Waldorf, D. D,

‘ THURSDAY, APRIL-13
Afternoon ard Fvening
Addresses by Bishop Wm. F. Anderson, D. D., LL. D.
FRIDAY, APRIL 14
6:30 P. M.—Reception by-Official Board to Church, Congregation and Citizens
SUNDAY, APRIL 16

A. M.—Anniversary Sermon .......... Rev. Charles Gallimore, D. D,

10:30
7:00 P. M.—Easter Cantata.



HISTORY
Of a Hundred Years of Methodism in Milan Township
By Rev. W. H. Oswalt

The first religious work on the Firelands was the establishment of a
Mission Station by four Moravian missionaries, David Ziesherger, Wm. HEd-
wards, Michael Yung, and John Weygands, who brought with them their Indian
congregation from the Cuyahoga, and, traveling up the Huron River about five
miles from its mouth, located their station on the east bank of the river, near
the line between Huron and Milan townships. They called the village New
Salem. 1t was the only Mission Station in Ohio at the time, as those on the
Muskingum had been abandoned in 1781. A number of cabins were built, a
chapel was erected, and the Mission prospered, numbering about 150 Indians
in 1790, when another missionary arrived, the Rev. Gottlieb Sensman.

As another war was impending, the Mission was abandoned in 1790. Many
years ago the last vestige of New Salem disappeared, but this is indeed holy
ground, for here was kindled the first altar fire of the Christian religion on
the Firelands.

In 1804, the Moravian missionary, the Rev. Christian Frederick Diencke, a
native of Iceland, where his father was a missionary, established an Indian
Mission on the spot where Milan now stands, the village being called Pequotting
Rev Mr. Dencke was a scholarly man for his day, having a library that filled
one side of his cabin. These hooks were brought to Milan, a long distance
through the forests, on horseback. These Indians worshipped in a chapel to
which they were called by the sound of a bell. About 1809 the Indians were
driven back to Canada by the settlement of the Firelands, by the white man.

In 1812, religious services were conducted at Ft. Avery, by the Chaplain,
Rev. Milton Badger, a Preshyvterian minister. These dates mark the beginnings
of religious work in Milan Township, 1787, 1804, 1812. We come now to the
date of the introduction of Methodism in this township, 1816.

The little company of pioneers who met in the log cabin home of one of
their number, ‘‘in the Jeffrey neichborhood,”” in what is now Milan Township,
Erie County, Ohio, some time in 1816. and there had a service of prayer, sing-
ing, and testimony, and at the close of the simple service, oreanized a Methodist
“class’”” and chose Thomas Jeffrey as closs leader—that little company little
thoucht that that commonplace event, after one hundred years had passed,
would be commemorated with a celebration lasting an entire week, and yet that
simple event was worthy of such commemoration, for it marks the beginnine
of a movement, which, through one hundred years, has touched thousands of
lives

The poet may indulge in flights of faney, and the dreamer may dream
dreams, but the historian mnst be exact, dealine with authenticated facts. Now.
while the ‘‘authenticated facts’’ connected with the beeinning of Methodisin
in Milan Township are not many, there is sufficient reliable data to place us
on good historical footing.

From several sources it is learned that the first Methodist Class in the
towrship was organized ‘‘in the Jeffrey neichborhood’’ in 1816. The Jeffrev
neightorhood was located hetween Spears’ Corners and Union Corners. The



leader of this class was Thomas Jeffrey, who came from England to this coun-
try, settling in what was then Avery Township, now Milan Township, in 1811.
Connected with his name in a list of early settlers is the simple statement that
he was ‘‘a communicant of the Methodist Church.”” It is also said of him
that he was ‘‘an ardent Methodist and the leader of many religious meetings ’*
It is stated that some seventy years ago he owned the farm now known as the
‘Wm. Zorn homestead, ahout one-half mile east of Union Corners, on the town
ship line road between Turon and Milan Townships. Albert Zorn now lives
in the house once owned hy M. Jeffrey.

The year that Thomas Jeffrey came to Avery Township, what is now Eris
County, was in Huron County, and the county seat was for a short time oneo
hundred rods south of Squire Abhot’s residence, near Abbot’s bridge. In those
days the people had none of the ‘‘modern conveniences.”’ For instance, it is
stated that it was necessary in the first years of the settlement of this township
to send to Cleveland for a physician.

The Rev. A. Newton, D. D., an able minister of the Presbyterian Church.
in an address made in 1860, refers to the organization of the Methodist class
in 1816, and states that in the fall of 1818, ‘‘fourteen members were added to
the class.”” Rev. Dr. Newton is also authority for the statement that the
Methodist Episcopal Church in Milan was organized in 1825, with seven mewm-
bers. By this statement and others equally reliable, it is possible to establish
what is practically a continuous history of Methodism in Milan Township for
one hundred years. While there is no record of the seven years hetween 1818
and 1825, it is a reasonahle inference that if the class received fourteen new
members in the fall of 1818, it was in a prosperous condition, and that its
meetings were continued.

In the first years of the history of Methodism in the township, the follow-
ing ministers preached in this seetion. In 1816 the Ohio Conference appointed
J. B. Finley, presiding clder of the Ohio District, which covered a large part
of the State of Ohio, Western Pennsvivania and a portion of New York State.
In 1817 he was re-appointed fo this district. and John C. Brooks, his son-in-law.
was appointed preacher on Huron Circuit, with which the Milan class was
connected.

Says a writer: ¢‘Creat were the toils and hardships the ministers were
called upon to endure this year; the winter was extremely severe, the cold being
almost beyond endurance. The country was but sparsely settled, rides were
long, roads rough, streams not brideed, the fare hard, provisions scarce, but in
the midst of all, God was with them.”’

Huron Circuit covered all the western part of the Western Reserve. It was
divided in 1817, and the Rev. Alfred Brunson, then a local preacher, was sent
to Huron Port for the purpose of forming the new circuit. This cood man.
Alfred Brunson, was the first Methodist cireuit preacher on the Firelands. His
work extended from the Black River, along the ridee by which Norwalk is now
located, to the town of New Haven, thence to Sandusky Bay, Venice and Port-
land (now Sandusky), through Perkins, east along the lake shore to the place
of becinning. Tt was a four weeks’ circuit of twenty-four appointments, with
200 miles to compass it, and the twenty-four appointments had fewer members
than this church now has. There was not a church building on the eircuit.
Rev. Alfred Brunson preached the first sermon ever preached in Sandusky.
which then contained a half Jdozen houses.

As an evidence of the spirit of self sacrifice made hy the early preachers.
the Recording Steward’s hook on a certain charge, shows that for the year
ending August 13, 1825, the charee paid for the presiding elder and two cir-
cuit preachers, the sum of $46.3714.



Other ministers who preached in Milan Township in those early days, were
Nathan and John Walker, True Pattee, James McIntyre, Chas. Waddell, Adan
Poe, Klnathan C. Gavitt, John James, Wm. Runnels, John Quigley, Russei
Bigelow, Wm. Gurley, and many others whose names are unrecorded in con-
ference minutes or church records. Tt is stated that the historian, Bancrof:,
gives but twenty-nine lines to the Life of Bishop Franecis Asbury, that mag-
nificient Methodist general, ‘‘the man on horselack’’ who through sacrifices
unparalleled since the days of the Apostle Paul, laid in the American forests
the foundations of American Methodism: but neither Bishop Asbury nor the
pioneer Methodist preacher, needs a Rancroft to inscribe the story of his deeds
on the perishable pages of history, for his record is written in the Lamb’s
Pook of Life, and every Methodist Church, whether it be the splendid edifice
of the city, or the simple chapel of the country, is a monument to his memor,.

Of J. B. Finley, presiding elder of the Ohio District, Prof. R. T. Stevenson
in his ““One Hudred Years of Methodism in Ohio,”” says: ‘“On the banks
of the Muskingum, by the waters of Lake Erie, in primitive cireuits and on
well furnished districts, he was a true type of the pioneer evangelist. THis
stalwart frame surmounted Yy a erown of hristling hair, his strong voice, his
large and kindly eyes, Fespoke o~e who could shake a camp meeting free from
all noisy offenders, and vet ercate most lasting friendships with the most sensi-
tive souls.”” Of Russel Bigelow, Dr. Stevenson says: ‘‘Bigelow’s personal
avpearance was inferior, hut his astonishing eloquence enriched the older
Methodists of Kentucky and Ohio with oratorieal treasures that, in their own
words, are ‘‘indeseribahle.””  Rishop Thompson, who also preached several
times (before he was Fishop) in Milan Township, said of Bigelow: ‘‘Wherever
he went he was hailed as a mescenger of God, and whenever he departed, it
seemed as if an angel were taking leave.”’

Hon.  Rush R. Sloane, writing of ¢ Jarly Methodism in Ohio,”” in ‘tha
Firelands Pioreer of DNecember., 1299, thus deseribed some of the men who
preached in this township in early days.

Wm. Swavze: ““More souls along the southern shore of Lake Erie have
cone up to shire like stars in the heavenly sky through the instrumentality of
Wm. Swayze. than hy any other man living or dead.”’

James MelIntyre: ““Noted for his plercing eve.”’

Adam Poe: ‘“His name is a household word in every Methodist family
in old Huron County, a man of herculean frame and an able, earnest, effective
speaker.”’ :

Wm. Runnels is characterized as a man *“Who always rode the best-looking
horse on the cireuit.”’ :

John Quigley: ‘“A man of learning, and practical oratory.”

Wm. Dishro, presiding elder, who preached in the old frame church, is
spoken of as ‘A profound reader and thinker, scholarly and polished, warm
of heart, and in everv way attractive.’’

Leorard B. Gurley, presiding eider, was said to be ‘‘Eloquent, and his
sermons full of pathos, most convineing and even moving to tears.”’

Cennected with early Methodism in Milan Township is the honored name
of Wm. Gurley, who was born in Wexford, Ireland, March 12:- 185 In his
childhood he wes Frought under the influence of Wesley’s preachers, and was
converted at the age of eleven. While engaged in active service as a class leader,
he was commissioned to preach hyv John Weslev, During the ‘‘Irish Rebellion,”’
Mr. Curiey was thrown into nrison and was twice led out to.be executed, but,
s he Pelieved. was providentially delivered. Comine to America he settled in
Bloomingville, Erie County, Ghio, and in the fall of 1811, in a log schoolhousa,
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to an audience made up of white people and Indians, he preached the first
Methodist sermon that was preached on the Firelands, and organized a Methodist
class, the first in the Western Reserve.  In 1818, Rev. Mr. Gurley settled near
Spears’ Corners, in what is now Milan Township. Here he lived thirty years,
until the time of his death. The house in which he lived stood on what has
been known as the Jarrard place, and from this house it was his custom eact
week for nearly twenty vears, to start out on Saturday, and walk from five
to eighteen miles and hack ““to give Sabbath preaching to destitute places.™
He preached in Milan, ITuron, Perkins, Berlin, Florence, Vermilion, Strong’s
Ridge, Bloomingville, and Sandnsky. [ie was. much in demand for various
kinds of services. TIlis son. [ B3, Gurley, in the “Memoirs’ of his father, states
that it is believed that no other preacher of that day preached so many fureral
sermons in Erie County. e preached his last sermon when he was about 83
vears of age. Ile died in his 91st year, his last words heing, ‘“What a heautifui
country is Heaven! T see God.”” Te had the pleasure of seeing two of his
sons enter the ministry. One of his sovs. W. D. Gurley, was for several years
a member of the Official Board of the Milan Methodist Church. Two of his
egranddaughters, Mrs. J. D. Parker, and Miss Lucinda Gurley, reside at Bogart,
this county.

From a historical sketch, written hy Wm. T.. Curtis, at one time offi=iallv
connected with this church, it is learned that in 1834 the Milan Methodists
met in the ““old vellow schoolhouse.’’ “nearly opposite the Methodist meeting
house,”” that is, the freme church. At this time there were fifty members an:l
a good Sunday School. The preacher was the famous cirecuit rider, Elnathan
C. Gavitt. The church at that time, owned the lot on which the frame chureh
was alterward built, and an effort was wade to build a small church, but it
was not completed. In the winter of 1236 there was ““A good revival,”” hut
because of lack of a suitable huilding for church purposes, the work decline
urtil in 1838 and 1839 it is stated there ‘“were only ebout one-half dozen faitli-
ful souls left,”” but the faithful few kent the work geing. It is said that Vapy
MecMillen, Emmeline Rrace, Jane (. Patch. Milton Horton, and Selah Ro'ins
““were seldom ahsent.”” The church was then on Norwalk circuit, and in 1839
Thos. Dunn and Wm. B. Dishro were the preachers,

In the spring of 1840, a meeting was held to consider the advisability of re-
organizing the Sunday School. An address was made by Rev. Edward Thomp-
son, principal of Norwalk Seminary, afterward a bishop, and a Sunday School
was organized. The scattered hooks of the former school were gathered up,
new hooks were purchased, and the women sewed ealico covers on the hooks.
The school enrolled one hundred seholars, Put Mr. Curt's who writes of the
school, said it lacked what Sundav Schools often lack—pious teachers.

The need of a ‘““meeting houge’’ becoming more evident every vear, a
meeting was held on Novemher 10. 1842, in the old schoolhouse. at which it
was decided to build a church. There were present at this meeting, the fol-
lowinz: TI. C. Coleerove, ITenry Traueer, Archihald Beniamin, Washingto
Wakefield, Reuben Pateh, Milton TTorton, Jos. Strickland. Jas. W. Stoakes
and W. L. Curtis. My, Curtis states that there was a ““elash”’” over the anestion
as to whether the buildine should have ““10-feet nosts and no eornice’’ or “19.
feet posts and a cornice.’” Savs Mr., Curtis: ““There were two or three who
were headstrong and stuhhorn, and it scemed we must submit to them or adjourn
in disgrace.”” A compromise was effoctad hv which it was agreed to have ‘“12-
feet posts and a cornice.”” that the huilding was to he 32 x 49 feet, and that
they would not go in debt. Wm. T.. Curtis and (. W. Wakefield were avpointed
a building committee, and to Mr. Curtis wag referred ““the plans and details,
and the work of laying out the frame.’



Times were hard, and it required considerable sacrifice to build a churech
at that time. Following are prices of some commodities in that year, 1842:
Wheat, 50¢; Corn, 16¢; Oats, 8¢ to 10c; Flour, $2.50 per barrel; Pork, $2.00 per
one hundred pounds; Beef, 3¢ to 4¢ per pound ; Eggs, 5e to 8¢ per dozen ; Butter,
6¢ to Te per pound.

The building was erected. A great revival occurred, beginning in Febru-
ary, 1843, and lasting until April of that year. About sixty persons joined
the church. On Sunday, April 16, forty persons were baptized, eighteen being
immersed. At the close of this conference year there were 125 members.

The ehurch was opened for worship on Sunday, December 18, 1843. At
10:30 A. M. Father ershom Pierce preached from Deut. 30:11: ‘‘For this
commandment which I command thee this day, it is not hidden from thee,
neither is it far off.”” There were class meetings at three and four P. M., and
prayer meeting in the evening. These were the dedicatory services. Mr. Cur-
tis traces the history of the ¢hurch to 1847, and thus speaks of two who were
prominently connected with the work:

“Mary MeMillen, worthy, faithful and devoted: always present at preach- .
ing, class, prayer meeting and Sunday School; always something to give for
all the wants of the church.”’

“Milton Horton, the mainstay of the church, through the darkest and
most discouraging days of its history, always at his post, a faithful member
and model Christian.”’

In 1840 the North Ohio Conference was organized, and from that year
to the present year (1916), pastors have been regularly appointed to this
church. The complete list is published elsewhere in this souvenir.

The earliest official record in possession of the church, is a book kept hy
the treasurer of the Sunday School, the first date being 1840—seventy-five
vears ago. The first record is a list of names of members of the ‘‘Sabbatiy
School Society’” and the amount each had contributed to the society. The list
contains seventy-two names. A. Ordway was superintendent.

The oldest church record begins with the date March 2, 1846—seventy
vears ago. The first item recorded is the report of a meeting of the parsonage
trustees, the following being present: Milton Horner, James Horner, Martiu
Merry and Ilenry Trauger, Rev. W. C. Pierce, pastor, was chairman, and
Henry Trauger was secretary.

This Fook contains reports of several meetings held in connection with the
building of the parsonage, on what is now Broad Street. The lot was presented
to the church by the ‘‘Tadies’ Sewing Society.”” The parsonage was built,
and in the report of a meeting on March 21, 1850, with J. T. Kellam, pastor,
as chairman, and Benjamin Emmons as secretary, this item occurs: ¢‘Brother
Ordway presented his elaim for building parsonage, amounting to $550, which
was allowed by the trustees. Brother Ordway also presented bill for the barn
on parsonage lot, amounting to $75, which was allowed.”’

This hook contains lists of members in the years from 1852 to 1860. Milan
was then in the Tiffin distriet. W. I1. Seeley was pastor.

On March 1, 1852, Milan was organized as a station. At the quarterly
meeting on that date, Rev. W. B. Dishro was president, and J. J. Penfield was
secretary.

At a quarterly conference held July 19, 1852, it was reported that tha
Sunday Rchool had an average attendance of 130. J. J. Penfield was super-
intendent and secretary. At this quarterly conference it was reported that a
branch Sunday School had bheen organized at Spears’ Corners with . W.



Johnson as superintendent, W. D. Gurley as assistant, and Moses B. Taylor
as secretary and treaswrer. The school enrolled fifty-seven members. This
quarterly conference passed a lengthy resolution concerning the Sunday School,
closing with this remarkable recommendation: ¢ That we recommena that
the Sabbath School observe the second Monday evening in each month in a
concert of prayer in behalf of the school.”

The Sunday School seems to have had its “‘ups and downs’’ in those days.
as the average attendance drvopped from 130 to 35 in one year.

3

Tn 1859, and for several years later, Milan was on a cireuit with Huron
and Enterprise. In 1860 the three churches paid the pastor a salary of $450.
The charge that year received a missionary apportionment of $100. Milan
paid $250, Huron $70, and Enterprise $60.

In 1863, there were fonr appointments on the circuit—DMilan, Berlin
Teights, Berlin Chapel, and West Berlin.

At a quarterly conlerence held January 18 1864, the pastor, G. . Hartu-
pee, was granted permission to teach the ‘‘Milan grammar school,”” provided
he could do so. ‘“without interfering with the interests of the work, as regards
preaching of funeral sermons.””

In the fall of 1871, Rev. Wm. M. Conant, was appointed pastor at Milan,
and died in the parsonage on Broad Street, on the night of December 28, 1871,
In his ohituary, written by &. H. Hartupee, and printed in the conference
minutes of 1872, are these words: ‘‘Ifis hody rests amid the quiet shades of
AMilan cemetery and awaits the coming of the Conquerer of death, and the
Spoiler of the grave. * * * Tis religious experience was clear, his con-
vietions of truth and duty, positive, his adherence to the right unfaltering
* % % Te had entered upon the work of his last charge with zeal and promise.
Though but few months had passed, he had already won the confidence and
iove oi his people. It needs hardly he said that, having lived well, he di~d
well. When the coldness came, and the shadows of the valley were eatherine
around him, the presence of the Comforter was his, and His lieht illuminei
the ganiet entrance to the grave. Among his last words were these: ‘I am
very happy.’ '

Tt would bhe a pleasure to tell the story of the faithfulness and loyalty.
and the service to the Kingdom of Glod, rendered by people and pastors through
the 70’s, 80’s, and 90’s, but this deseription is left to the future historian.
But one event is here recorded, that of the building of the brick chureh, the
one in present use.

Under the pastorate of Rev. (. M. Kpnapp, at a meeting held on Augus!,
14, 1891, it was decided to huild a church, and a soliciting committee was
appointed, consisting of Rev. (. M. Kbapvn, Mrs. Geo. Rocers, Mrs. Frank
Kellev, Capt. Henry Kelley, and Mrs. C'. T.. Mason. At a meeting held October
7, 1891, the followire were anpointed a bhuilding committee: Peter Williams.
Tra Tiseett, Capt. Henry Kelley, Mrs. J. C. Lockwood, and Rev. G. M. Knanp
An indication of the chanoes marde hv the passine years, is found in the fa~v
that every lay member of the committee who directed the building of this
church, 15 dead.

The buildine, comnleted in 1292, cost &10,000. Tt was dedicated on Sun-
dayv. December 11. 1892, the dedieatn»v sermon hbeing preached by Rev. DNavid
. Moore. D. D., then editor of the Western Christian Advocate, later a bishop

The Epworth Teague was oreanzed under the pastorate of Rev. G. M.
Knapp. and through the twenty-five vears of its history, has been a helpful
factor in the life of the church. The present membership is 41.



From 1900 to 1916, the church has had a slow and steady growth in meni-
bership, and celebrates its centennial with the largest membership in its history.

The following items tell something of the progress of the church, in the
past several years:

The parsonage now in use on the corner of Huron and Williams streets,
was purchased in 1908, at a eost of $3,300.

The baleonies were put in over the east and north rooms in the summer

of 1911, and other improvements were made. The church was re-opened on
Sunday morning, November 5, 1911, with a sermon by Rev. Charles Gallimore,
D. D., pastor of the church in 18¢4 and 1886. The pipe organ was placed in
the ehurch in the fall of 1911, and formally ‘‘opened’’ on Sunday evening,
November 5, 1911, by Prof. Geo. F. Beare, of Sandusky.

The hasement, with healing and ventilating plant, was completed in the
winter of 1915. The amounts expended for these improvements, are as fol-
Tows : '

T S = e i e L o e =G $1,298.27
T o e ie . o oo s ol B S e o e i 5 9 e 1,750.00
B as eI R i S 6,063.81
O e e o ) e Sl e e o $9,112.08

This shows that a total amount of $9,112.08 has eeen expended for church
improvements, including pipe organ, in the past five years, all of which has
heen paid. so that the church celebrates its eentennial without a dollar of debt.

The church and congregation raised for benevolent, educational, and chari-
tahle purposes in the seven years from 1908 to 1915, $4,200. Including the
amounts raised for the superannnated preachers, which have been paid, largely
from the benevolences, and includine the amount for henevolences this year,
the total amount for benevolences in the eight vears will he close to $5,000.

In the closing vears of the centurv of Methodism in this township, the
following features have heen introduced in church and Sunday School:

In the church: The disciplinary orcanization of the official hoard by the
quarterly conference, with reeular monihly meetings of the board. Organization
of the board of trustees. Adoption of the ‘‘budeget plan,’’ with the ‘‘every-
member canvas.”” Payment of pastor’s salary, weekly, by check. The pastor’s
salary has been increased fifty per cent since the present pastorate began, now
being $1,200, in addition to a ¢ood parsonage home.

In the Sunday School: The organization of Cradle Roll and Home De-
partment; the development of organized class work; the teacher training work
through which over fifty persons have taken courses of study; the development
of work for beginners: the election of department and division superintendents;
the manthly meeting of the Sunday School hoard, with supper, and occasionally,
a speaker.

In these vears the Sunday School has kept pace with the general forward
movement in Sunday School work, and has more than doubled its enrollment
and average attendance. The enrollment is slightly over 300, and the average
attendance for 1915 was 177. Tt stands today at the head of the Sunday Schools
of Erie County, outside of Sandusky.

The historian of tomorrow will write the story of the active, aggressive
church of today, whose faithful, loyval people have made possible the progress
of recent years. And they well know that this occasion is not a time to boass
of past progress, but, rather, a bugle call to the larger serviece of Militant
Methodism, which today challenges every one of its eight million members to
““move into the deeper depths of God and the more heroic service of men.”
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Pastors of the Milan Methodist
Episcopal Church from
1840 to 1916

1840—W. J. Wells, C. Sawyer,
1841—D. Gray, W. B. Dishro.

1842—J. MeMahon, T. Cooper.
1843-—D. M. Conant, D. Dodge.
1844-—Thomas Barkdull, W. . Pierce.
1845—J. Jones, W. C, Pierce.
1846—H. S. Bradley, J. T.. Johnson
1847—W. M. Spafford. (. Johnsor, O. Mitchell
1848—J. T. Kellam. I.. W. HEarl.
1549—J. T. Kellam, .J. Fvans.
1850—TLewis M. Pounds, G. W. Collier.
1851—G. W. Breckinridge, S. M, Beatty.
1852-3—Wm. H. Seceley.
15854-5—Alfred Wheeler.

1856—J. C. Lewis,.

1857--T. J. Gard.

1858—T. J. Gard, Phineas D. Pelton.
1859-60—J. R. Jewett.

1861—FElmore Y. Warner.
1862—TToman Safford.

1863—Gaylord H. IHartupee.
1864—Tuke S. Johnson.
1565-6—Andrew Pollock.

1567-9—P. B. Stroup.

1870—G. H. Hartupee.

1871—Wm. M. Conani, 15. H. Dissette.
1872-4—Wm. Kepler.

1875-6—M. D. Chilson, J. R. Jewett
1877-8—F. S. Tompkins.

1879-81—A. K. Owen.

1R82—S. R. Clark.

1883—-G. W. Houk.

1584.6—Charles Gallimore.

1887-8—C. A. Westenherg.
1889.93—G. M. Knapp.

1R94-5—TJames Gray.

1896-T—J. W. Thompson.
1R98-1900—F. E. T.oose.

1901—W. R. Read.

1902 to June 26, 1904—7J T.. Reecder.
June 26, 1904, to September. 190R—Fred E. Baker.
1908 to present time (April, 1916)—W. TT. Oswalt.







